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But the decision lay not with the Home Government
nor with the Chanak commander, but with Lieut.-General
Sir Charles Harington, the Allied Commander-in-Chief.
He knew nothing of the mentality of the Turks. He
believed that if the Turk was treated as a gentleman he
would behave as one. He did not take the advice of the
experts in the Embassy and those on his staff, who tried
to disabuse his mind of this. He recalled the mobile
column. He sent kindly telegrams of pro test to Mustapha
Kemal and received in return brusque replies. He merely
convinced the Turkish command that they held the
whip hand.
The moment for action passed. All who had a
knowledge of the Turks were convinced that if it had
been taken, it would have been the right solution. The
Turkish command would have withdrawn the cavalry
and apologized and been ready to come to terms of
peace. There was a risk. It needed a great soul to
take that risk. The Empire has been built by such
great souls. General Harington*s telegrams of protest
only revealed our weakness, Bluif became valueless.
Strength slithered down into weak diplomacy unbacked
by force.
The Turks began to realize how matters stood. They
had no desire to fight the British Empire. They decided
on a manoeuvre of " peaceful penetration." With arms
reversed and such like tricks they advanced right up to
and in some cases through the British lines. To deal
with such a manoeuvre demanded decision and character,
and these were lacking. It was a great military victory.
By a direct assault costing many thousands of lives the